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Appl. NO • 09/213,510 

Amdt. dated November 18, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of May 18, 2004 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 11 and 16, and enter new claims 17, IB and 
19, as set forth in the following listing of the claims. 

1. (currently amended) A display unit, 
suitable for a vehicle, comprising: 

a dial assembly and a display located in 
a region of the dial assembly, the display comprising a liquid 
crystal screen with a front polarizing filter located on a front 
surface of the liquid crystal screen facing an observer, the dial 
assembly comprising a dial plate having an optical waveguide 
covered with a film with dial markings located on a front surface 
of the dial plate facing the observer, wherein 

the front surface of the liquid crystal 
screen is arranged in the same plane as a front surface of the 
optical waveguide, the front surface of the liquid crystal screen 
contacting the front surface of the optical waveguide to form 
therewith a continuous planar surface; ajQd 

the polarizing filter of the display is 
arranged in the same plane as the film of the dial assembly.,, and; 
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LU e display unit ruL ' thcr muipiiflis b 
£ii bL light b u uilc bftivliiy aj a bauKllyUL Lo lllumluuLe Lhu diai 
plat e , and a second liijliL 6uujgt seivlflg as a backlight t o 
illuminat e the. display. 

2. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the liquid crystal screen of 
the display comprises a front panel arranged in a cutout in the 
dial plate. 

3 . (canceled) 

4. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the film covers the dial 
plate and the display, comprises a scale in the region of the 
display, and serves aa the polarizing filter. 

5. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 2, wherein the display is attached by 
bonding or clipping in the cutout in the dial plate, 

6. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the liquid crystal screen 
comprises a rear panel which is bonded to the bade of the dial 
plate. 
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7. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 2, wherein the optical waveguide abuts 
an edge of the display; and 

wherein the front panel of the display 
is connected to the optical waveguide so as to form a single 
component . 



8. {previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 2, further comprising a support element 
located at the back of the dial plate; and 

wherein the front panel of the display 
is fastened on the support element. 



Claim 9 (canceled) 



10. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the dial plate comprises 
plastic. 



11. (currently amended) A display unit, 
suitable for a vehicle, comprising: 
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a dial assembly and a display located in 
a region of the dial assembly, the display comprising a liquid 
crystal screen with a front polarizing filter located in front of 
a front surface of the liquid crystal screen facing an observer, 
the dial assembly comprising a dial plate and a film with dial 
markings located on a front surface of the dial plate facing the 
observer, wherein the polarizing filter of the display is 
arranged in the same plane as the film of the dial assembly; and 

wherein, the front polarizing filter of 
the liquid crystal screen connects to the dial plate film so as 
to form a single component with a continuous slattar surface, and 
there is an empty space behind the front polarizing filter^ mtdr 

Lhe display unit furth e r c o mprises a 
first light mauirce se r ving a a » baUillght tu Illuminate the dial 
plate, and a s e cond light souice serving as a backli ght to 
illuminate the, display. 

12 . (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 11, wherein said empty space serves as a 
lightproof channel. 

13. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 12, further comprising a frame for 
holding components of the liquid crystal screen. 
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14. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 13, wherein the frame includes the 
lightproof channel. 

15. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 13, wherein the frame is bonded or 

clipped into a support of the dial plate. . ■ s 

16. (currently amended) A display unit, 
suitable for a vehicle, comprising: 

a dial plate, a frame and a display, the 
display being located in a region of the dial plate and having a 
front surface, the display comprising a liquid crystal screen 
with a front polarizing filter, a front surface of the polarizing 
filter being the front surface of the display, the dial plate 
having a film thereon and constituting with the film a dial 
assembly/ wherein 

the front surface of the display, which 
faces an observer, is arranged in the same plane as a front 
surface of the dial assembly, which faces the observer, the front 
surface of the display contacting the front surface of the dial 
assembly to form therewith a continuous planar surface; ajafi 

wherein, in the contacting of the front 
surface of the display with the front surface of the dial 
assembly, the front polarizing filter of the liquid crystal 
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screen is spaced apart from the liquid crystal screen to form 
therewith and with the frame an empty space behind the front 
polarizing filter, said empty space serving with the frame as a 
light proof channel for light incident from a side of the display 
to facilitate a reading of the display unit A and, 

th e display unit furth er compris e s a 
first li g ht oouiree s e rvin g as a backlight to illuminat e th e ditri : 
plat&, and a se co nd li g ht sou re e s e rving aa a ba e kli g ht to 
illuminate th e dis p lay. 

17. (new) The display unit as claimed in 
claim 1, further comprising a first light source serving as a 
backlight to illuminate the dial plate, and a second light source 
serving as a backlight to illuminate the display. 

18. (new) The display unit as claimed in 
claim 11, further comprising a first light Bource serving as a 
backlight to illuminate the dial plate, and a second light source 
serving aB a backlight to illuminate the display. 

19- (new) The display unit as claimed in 
claim 16, further comprising a first light source serving as a 
backlight to illuminate the dial plate, and a second light source 
serving aB a backlight to illuminate the display. 
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